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Freshman at PhD

WELCOMES YOU TO THE SEMINAR...
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2017 Birth of the student‘s initiative

2020 Website phd.vscht.cz

2022 Collaboration with Tutors

2023+
Collaboration with VaTT & PhD 

support
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https://phd.vscht.cz/
https://pkc.vscht.cz/tutors


WHERE TO FIND INFORMATION
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• Sent monthly
• Automatically to your 

email (no need to 
subscribe)

• Important info about 
projects, mobility 
opportunities, etc.

News and current information:



0. WHO IS A DOCTORAL CANDIDATE?

“A doctoral study programme (hereinafter the “DSP”) is focused on scientific research and independent creative

activity of students in research or development.”

“The standard term of study is at most four years and is defined in the decision on accreditation of the DSP. (…) The

maximum duration of study in a DSP is the standard term of study extended by three years. The maximum

duration of study does not include the time when study is suspended according to Article 12 paragraphs 5 and 12.”

Study and examination rules of UCT Prague, Article 9.
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STUDY CONDITIONS FOR FOREIGNERS AT UCT PRAGUE

CZECH STUDY PROGRAMMES

• Stipend + no tuition fees

• You must be able to speak Czech

• Majority of the international PhD candidate study in 
Czech study programmes at the UCT Prague

ENGLISH STUDY PROGRAMMES

▪ No stipend + tuition fees

▪ You do not have to speak Czech

▪ You can apply for different scholarships
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Everything you need to know is here. Further useful info is here.

Ask your advisor or the dean's office about the study and financial conditions in Czech and English study 
programmes!

The rest of this presentation will be focused on international PhD students that are going to study in Czech study programmes!

https://study.vscht.cz/student-life/financial-support-for-students
https://study.vscht.cz/phd-postgraduate-information
https://www.vscht.cz/about-us/official-board/internal-regulations


DOCTORAL CANDIDATE: A STUDENT

TYPES OF STUDY

• Full-time (stipend; max. 4 years)

• Combination of full-time and distance learning (no 
stipend)

RESPONSIBILITIES

• Meeting requirements of Individual Study Plan (ISP)

• Publication output (depends on faculty)

• Annual evaluation (e-doktorand system/point system)

RIGHTS

• Stipend (full-time students)

• Support for studying abroad

• Further education

BENEFITS

• Similar to master studies
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https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/study-content-and-study-obligations
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/anual-evaluation
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/anual-evaluation/points-allocated-to-results
https://international.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/educational-courses


DOCTORAL CANDIDATE: „(NOT AN)EMPLOYEE“

WORKING HOURS

• 40 hours a week/upon agreement with advisor

• 30 days of holiday

HEALTH INSURANCE

• YES for doctoral candidates without any working contract 
(read more info here) studying their first doctoral studies

• If you’ve worked in the past but your contract expired and you 
are not employed, you have to contact the health insurance 
company to renew the payments

• More info here and here

SOCIAL INSURANCE: NO (retirement, maternity leave)

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS: ≥ 50% of full-time employment

NOT AN EMPLOYEE

• Health insurance

• Social insurance

• Employee benefits

• Kindergarten Zkumavka (=Test tube)

EMPLOYEE

• Health insurance (paid by the employer)

• Social insurance (paid by the employer)

• Employee benefits (≥ 50% of full-time employment)

• Do not forget to learn how to use OKbase system!
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https://intranet.vscht.cz/files/uzel/42036/0001~~8086MvvovrzDa7PjowIUUvKzS_KLEvNSjq6PL0oty6xKVfANM4oPCwAA.pdf?redirected
https://international.vscht.cz/international-staff/current-staff/administrative-matters/57840
https://eupro.vscht.cz/pradip/income-tax
https://redir.vscht.cz/?url=https://okbase.vscht.cz/


1. REVIEW IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

• The Doctoral Electronic Guidebook at phd.vscht.cz

• Study and examination rules and policies

• Facebook page for UCT Prague doctoral candidates

• FAQs

• UCT Prague intranet
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https://phd.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://intranet.vscht.cz/files/uzel/48984/0001~~M7Q0sDAyig-OOjoj3tUPAA.pdf?redirected
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524506847729811
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/faq
https://intranet.vscht.cz/


2. IF YOU DON‘T KNOW, DON’T HESITATE TO ASK

• Your mentor,

• your laboratory colleagues,

• the Deans’ offices,

• Faculty heads,

• departmental councils,

• Vice-Deans,

• …
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• …

• Tutors,

• Mili Losmanová (PhD Support),

• the Counselling and Career Centre,

• the Department of International Relations,

• or us.
There are no dumb 

questions! 
The key to success is 

communication!

https://pkc.vscht.cz/support-and-assistance/tutors
https://telefony.vscht.cz/cs/Person/3139
https://pkc.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://international.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/contacts


3. REGISTER FOR YOUR STUDY AND GET ENROLLED

ELECTRONIC
PHD
GUIDE

1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

09/2023
Enrolment

ATTENTION! This timeline is for 
guidance only and dates may 
change during your studies.



1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

4. GET ENROLLED AND CREATE YOUR ISP
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09/2023
Enrolment

07/2024
At least 2 study 

obligations done

07/2025
At least 4 study 

obligations done

07/2026
Study obligations done including 

the basic part of the doctoral state exam

Defense

Mobility planning Mobility abroad

ISP = Individual study plan09/2023​
ISP



STUDY OBLIGATIONS

EXAMS FROM SUBJECTS IN ISP

• You have to pass an exam from 4 subjects (subjects are different in 
each study programme)

ENGLISH CONFERENCE

• "An English exam in the form of a scientific conference"

• You have to register at the dean‘s office

• Held approximately 3 times per year

BASIC PART OF THE DOCTORAL STATE EXAM (SDZ)

• Basic part of the doctoral state exam according to your study 
programme (+ you need to defend your dissertation to get the 
diploma)

Study obligations:

• 4 specialized exams
• English conference (1 successful participation)
• International experience (1 month)
• Basic part of the doctoral state exam
• Dissertation defense
• Details can be found in Study and examination rules 
• Publication activity – usually 2 impacted papers, 

depending on faculty! 
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INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE

• Minimum 1 month abroad (multiple shorter stays are 
possible)

• Participation in an international project/work in an 
international research group – consult the conditions 
in advance!

https://phd.vscht.cz/prospective-students/study-programmes-and-phd-topics
https://intranet.vscht.cz/files/uzel/48984/0001~~M7Q0sDAyig-OOjoj3tUPAA.pdf?redirected


MOBILITY ABROAD
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SCHEDULE FOR THE APPLICATION CALL:
• January supplementary selection procedure (departures from 

February)

• March - main selection procedure (departures from April)

• May/June supplementary selection procedure (departures from July)

• September supplementary selection procedure (departures from mid-
October)!

! Always plan the mobility (including conferences) in advance!

Detailed information about the PhD candidate mobility 
could be found here.

Check this website about other types of scholarships for 
going abroad!

https://international.vscht.cz/student/outgoing-student/outgoing-phd/long-term-mobility
https://international.vscht.cz/student/outgoing-student/scholarships


1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

5. GET FAMILIAR WITH THE EVALUATION SYSTEM 
AND ANUAL REPORTS
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Mobility planning Mobility abroad

07/2024
Annual report

07/2025
Annual report

07/2026
Annual report

07/2027
Annual report

07/2024
At least 2 study 

obligations done

07/2025
At least 4 study 

obligations done

Defense07/2026
Study obligations done including 

the basic part of doctoral state exam

09/2023
Enrolment

09/2023​
ISP



E-DOKTORAND

E-DOKTORAND SYSTEM

• Log in (SIS)

• You should be able to find all the necessary information 
through this website

• Submit the e-doktorand evaluation in time –
approximately in the middle of the summer
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phd.vscht.cz → Current Doctoral Candidates→

https://student.vscht.cz/
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/e-doktorand
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/anual-evaluation


1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

6. MAKE A DISSERTATION DEVELOPMENT PLAN
7. MAKE AN ARRAGMENT FOR YOUR FUTURE PEDAGOGICAL DUTIES AND ACTIVITES
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Mobility planning Mobility abroad

Further education and community involvement

Scientific work and preparation of the dissertation

Teaching

07/2024
At least 2 study 

obligations done

07/2025
At least 4 study 

obligations done

Defense07/2026
Study obligations done including 

the basic part of doctoral state exam

09/2023
Enrolment

09/2023​
ISP

07/2024
Annual report

07/2025
Annual report

07/2026
Annual report

07/2027
Annual report



1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

8. GET FAMILIAR WITH THE INTERNAL UCT PROJECT GRANTS
(IGA)
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Mobility planning Mobility abroad

Further education and community involvement

01/2024
Deadline VIGA

01/2025
Deadline VIGA

01/2026
Deadline VIGA

01/2027
Deadline VIGA

07/2024
At least 2 study 

obligations done

07/2025
At least 4 study 

obligations done

Defense07/2026
Study obligations done including 

the basic part of doctoral state exam

09/2023
Enrolment

09/2023​
ISP

07/2024
Annual report

07/2025
Annual report

07/2026
Annual report

07/2027
Annual report



VIGA A2 – RESEARCH PROJECT

VIGA A2 – RESEARCH PROJECT
• You have to prepare a proposal, submit it and win the 

internal grant competition.

Schedule

• Announcement: December

• Submissions: December–middle of January

• Submission deadline: Approximately middle of January !

 (! Deadline cannot be postponed !)

• Competition results: End of February

• Beginning of project implementations: beginning of March

• Final report submission deadline: February of the next year

More information

• https://www.vscht.cz/research/internal-grant-
agency/scientific-project-viga

• You should be able to find all you need to know in the 
document „ Announcement of internal grant 
competition at UCT Prague for the year X/Y“

• General information concerning financial support

• Faculty limits

• Internal grant competition announcement

• How to submit projects (A1, A2)

• How to submit the final report

• Contact: Veronika Popová, Mili Losmanová

• Frequently asked questions
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https://www.vscht.cz/research/internal-grant-agency/scientific-project-viga
https://www.vscht.cz/research/internal-grant-agency/scientific-project-viga
https://www.vscht.cz/research/internal-grant-agency/scientific-project-viga
https://telefony.vscht.cz/cs/Person/538
https://telefony.vscht.cz/cs/Person/3139


1st year 2nd year 3rd year 4th year

9. EXPLORE ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
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Mobility planning Mobility abroad

Further education and community involvement

07/2024
At least 2 study 

obligations done

07/2025
At least 4 study 

obligations done

Defense07/2026
Study obligations done including 

the basic part of doctoral state exam

09/2023
Enrolment

09/2023​
ISP

07/2024
Annual report

07/2025
Annual report

07/2026
Annual report

07/2027
Annual report

01/2024
Deadline VIGA

01/2025
Deadline VIGA

01/2026
Deadline VIGA

01/2027
Deadline VIGA



9. EXPLORE ADDITIONAL OPTIONS

• Extend your research and academic skills, participate in workshops and other 
events.

• DocEnhance

• Transferable skills subjects (Module C, in Czech)

• PhD_Post.doc/UNIQORN

• Enroll in Effective Scientific Writing

• Join the mentoring programme and other Counselling and Career Centre activities.

• Join the UCT Prague community. You can find various associations and student 
activities at: aktivni.vscht.cz.

• Become a Tutor.

• Use other services offered by UCT Prague: “Test Tube”, UCT’s day care centre (in 
Czech), Sports, Recreational facilities
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Overview of educational courses can be found at 
phd.vscht.cz

https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/educational-courses/docenhance-project-at-uct-prague
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-study-subjects
https://aktivni.vscht.cz/clubs/study/uniqorn
https://student.vscht.cz/predmety/index.php?do=predmet&kod=CZV834001
https://pkc.vscht.cz/personal-development/mentoring
https://pkc.vscht.cz/personal-development
https://aktivni.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://pkc.vscht.cz/support-and-assistance/tutors
http://dk.vscht.cz/
https://ktv.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://www.vscht-suz.cz/en/train-recr-facilities/about-training-recreation-facilities/
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/educational-courses




10. MANAGE YOUR DAILY ROUTINE

• Emil (mobile app with calendar, maps and much more)

• Phonebook (don’t forget to add your own phone and the room number of your office)

• UCT Prague maps (in Czech)

• OKbase (for doctoral candidates who are also UCT Prague employees)

• Notification about operating lab devices at night (in Czech)

• Preparation of presentations, posters. Here, among other things, you will find instructions on where to 
print posters as well as official school logos and presentation templates.
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https://emil.vscht.cz/login
https://telefony.vscht.cz/en
https://mapy.vscht.cz/Home/NajitMistnost
https://okbase.vscht.cz/
https://phd.vscht.cz/home/pro-doktorandy/prakticke
https://intranet.vscht.cz/grafika


11. WHEN YOU HAVE A PROBLEM

• Discuss it with your mentor, with the head of your department or with an academic council representative.

• Try reaching out to the Counselling and Career Centre or a Tutor. Did you know that they have psychological, legal, and career 
counselling support?

• Ask a representative for PhD candidates on the Academic Senates (University Senate, FCE, FCT, FFBT, FET) or the Ethics 
Committee for assistance.

• If your issue is related to research projects, your studies, the e-doktorand evaluation system, etc., Mili Losmanová from 
the Research and Technology Transfer Office can help you.

• Do you need to improve your English? Or you need to prepare for the English conference (i.e. one of the study requirements)? 
The Department of Languages offers English courses for doctoral candidates.

• The Computer Center can help you with technical support.

• Problems in the dormitories? Discuss it with the Dormitory Council.

• If you don’t know whom to contact, write us, the PhD Candidate’s Electronic Guide Team.
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https://pkc.vscht.cz/counselling
https://pkc.vscht.cz/about-us
https://pkc.vscht.cz/counselling
https://pkc.vscht.cz/support-and-assistance/tutors
https://pkc.vscht.cz/support-and-assistance/psychological-counselling
https://pkc.vscht.cz/support-and-assistance/socio-legal
https://pkc.vscht.cz/career
https://pkc.vscht.cz/career
https://www.vscht.cz/skola/vedeni-skoly/akademicky-senat/scas
https://fchi.vscht.cz/about-us/senate
https://fcht.vscht.cz/faculty/academic-senate
https://fpbt.vscht.cz/faculty/academic-senate
https://ftop.vscht.cz/faculty/academic-senate
https://www.vscht.cz/about-us/authorities/ethics
https://www.vscht.cz/about-us/authorities/ethics
https://telefony.vscht.cz/cs/Person/3139
https://www.vscht.cz/research/technology-transfer/about-us
https://kj.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://kj.vscht.cz/?jazyk=en
https://vc.vscht.cz/
https://vc.vscht.cz/kontakty?jazyk=en
https://aktivni.vscht.cz/management/dormitory-council
https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/contacts
https://phd.vscht.cz/home/pro-doktorandy/kontakty


12. INCOME

STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA

• Research (A2) VIGA

• Votoček scholarship

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation

Fulfilled study obligations
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4,700 CZK

5,200 CZK

5,700 CZK

6,200 CZK

6,700 CZK

7,200 CZK

7,700 CZK

1. year 2. year 3. year 4. year

S
ch

o
la

rs
h

ip

0 1 2 3 4 SZZ

*Upon fulfillment of the conditions given by the decree; 
1st-year students from workplaces at UCT Prague are 
automatically included in the disciplinary student 
scientific project A1, please inquire about inclusion with 
the secretaries at the dean's office

https://phd.vscht.cz/home/pro-doktorandy/finance#predpisy


INCOME

! Depends on the faculty !
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STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA

• Research (A2) VIGA

• Votoček scholarship

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation



INCOME
Description of the results that are awarded by points in e-doktorand 

are here. It is worth checking out before the beginning of your PhD 

studies!
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STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA ~ „e-doktorand“ (500–4 000 CZK/month)

• Research (A2) VIGA

• Votoček scholarship

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation

https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/anual-evaluation/points-allocated-to-results


INCOME
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VIGA A2 – Research project
• You have to write a project, apply and 

win in an internal grant competition 
• Faculties have different „Faculty limits“
• You must be studying in a full-time study 

programme

• Team members: other doctoral 
candidates, graduate students, advisors, 
co-advisors, advisors specialists

• Number of students must not be smaller 
than number of academic personnel

• …

• Application deadline ~ middle of 
January

STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA (500–4 000 CZK/month)

• Research (A2) VIGA (0–60 000 CZK/year)

• Votoček scholarship

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation

https://www.vscht.cz/research/internal-grant-agency/scientific-project-viga


INCOME

• Scholarship for the 20 best students at 
UCT Prague

• Evaluated based on e-doktorand system
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STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA (500–4 000 CZK/month)

• Research (A2) VIGA (0–60 000 CZK/year)

• Votoček scholarship (0 or 72 000 CZK/year)

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation



INCOME
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VIGA – Student Scientific Project

VIGA A1 – „Disciplinary“, VIGA A2 – „Research“

SIGA – Student Social Project

Support for cultural, social, presentation, education and 
sport related activities 

PIGA – Pedagogical Project of Students and 
Academics

Support for pedagogical projects of students (full-time) 
and academic staff

PROJECTS OF INTERNAL GRANT AGENCY that 
you can take part in

STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA (500–4 000 CZK/month)

• Research (A2) VIGA (0–60 000 CZK/year)

• Votoček scholarship (0 or 72 000 CZK/year)

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation

https://www.vscht.cz/research/internal-grant-agency


INCOME

Paid out monthly since September

Paid out in April for January–March, then monthly

Paid out in April for January–March, then monthly

Paid out by the principal investigator, usually in 6, 9 & 11
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STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA  (500–4 000 CZK/month)

• Research (A2) VIGA (0–60 000 CZK/year)

• Votoček scholarship (0 or 72 000 CZK/year)

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation



INCOME

1st YEAR

From March + 1 500 = 7 700 to 15 600 CZK/month

September–February 7 700 or 14 100 CZK/month
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STIPENDS AND SCHOLARSHIPS

• Basic stipend (5 200–7 700 CZK/month)

• Supplement to the basic stipend in 2023* (2 900 CZK/month)

• Stipend for pedagogic activity (0 or 3 500 CZK/month)

• Disciplinary (A1) VIGA  (500–4 000 CZK/month)

• Research (A2) VIGA (0–60 000 CZK/year)

• Votoček scholarship (0 or 72 000 CZK/year)

• Other internal grants (PIGA, SIGA)

WORKING CONTRACT

• Depends on the situation



EMPLOYMENT OF A PHD STUDENT

GRANTS AND PROJECTS

• Ask your supervisor about opportunities and if you can be employed within their projects

UNIVERSITY

• Employment opportunities at the university are being published on intranet

„VÉHÁČKO“ (vedlejší hospodářská činnost) = SECONDARY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY

Employee benefits are eligible only for contracts within projects or university above 50% workload.
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https://intranet.vscht.cz/


CENA JULIE HAMÁČKOVÉ

• Competition of students who 
include gender and / or gender 
analysis in their research

• Three categories (category c) is for 
students)

• Thesis – The winner: 13 000 CZK 

• More information here
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https://gro.vscht.cz/cjh


13. CHANGES DURING YOUR DOCTORAL STUDIES

• Contact your advisor, academic council, or Dean’s office. 
The change request form is here.

ELECTRONIC
PHD
GUIDE

https://phd.vscht.cz/phd-students/doctoral-studium/study-content-and-study-obligations


14. READ INFORMATION ABOUT DISSERTATION

• Read the Rules for submitting and publishing dissertations.

• Bear in mind that your thesis will be one day publicly accessible –
this is particularly of importance if your project includes 
cooperation with private sector
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https://intranet.vscht.cz/documents/directives?sort_table=platne_od&sort_table_method=desc


15. AFTER YOU‘VE SUCCESSULLY DEFENDED…

• Here is information about graduation and job offers.

• And hopefully even more in the future!
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https://pkc.vscht.cz/graduation
https://pkc.vscht.cz/career/job-offers


IMPORTNANT DATES

• 30. 9. 2024  Individual study plan 

(within 30 days after enrollment)

• 15. 1. 2024? Deadline of IGA applications

• February 2024 Announcement of IGA results

• During the year Annual evaluation form, 

„Report on the outcomes“ (e-doktorand)

• During the year Erasmus +, PKC courses, …

More information: phd.vscht.cz

ELECTRONIC
PHD
GUIDE

https://phd.vscht.cz/


ELECTRONIC
PHD
GUIDE

Good luck!

WISHES YOU
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